


Library – Annual Town Resident Use & Expenditures 
 
Town resident use, defined as circulation, of the Cedarburg Public Library has fluctuated over the past 
eight years.  From 2000 to 2006, Town resident use grew from 32,191 to a high of 50,167 (see Chart 1 
below).  However, Town resident use has declined by nearly 5,000 since 2006. 

Chart 1. 
Library Circulation - Town Residents Only

35,530

45,67350,167

48,013
39,501

47,037

47,102

35,462

32,191

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Year

C
ir
cu

la
ti
on

 
 
Despite the decrease in Town use over the past three years, the cost to Town taxpayers as a percentage 
of total library expenditures remained flat (see Table 3 below).  The Town paid 32% of total library 
expenditures in 2008.  However, Town residents have been paying a disproportionate amount when 
compared to actual Town use.  As shown in Table 1, the Town paid 32% of total library costs but only 
accounted for 20% of the total use in 2008.  In essence, Town residents subsidized 12% of City use.
      Table 1. 

Year 

Town 
Circulation 

as % of 
Total 

Circulation 

Town % of 
Total Library 
Expenditures

2006 22% 34% 
2007 22% 42% 
2008 20% 32% 

 
In addition, the Town has been paying more for library services through the City shared service 
agreement than what would have been called for by the County Library Tax.  State law requires 
municipalities to spend a minimum amount each year for library services.  Due to the Town’s 
agreement with the City, the Town will have spent more than $171,000 above and beyond the County 
Library Tax since 2003 (see Chart 2 below).   

Chart 2. 

  

Town Library Expenditures Above County Library Tax
Total Overpayment 2003-2009 = $171,662
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